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in ſome or all theſe good Works, on the Moy 
on which he has communicated. 
I Thefour yearly Terms, conſiſting yo 
fiftgen Days, for gaining once in each Term, 
the ret Indulgences, are appointed, by 
us, in the Middle 15 iſtrict as follow, 
Fir/t, From Chriſtmas Eve at Noon, to th the 
ninth Day of Fanuary incluſively till Noo 
Send, From * Punday to Lows 


| incluſiyol 
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lz PEE (the Feaſt of 2 my aun 
ing teen Days. eng Po W 
endes theſe four Indugences; Power 


the Hol Apoſtolick 
| b 1 2 Vicars in this 
| dom, to grant @ Plenary Indulgence, three 

"4; A Year, 55 the Faithful committed to 
IS Charge, in in their reſpectiye Diſtricts; 
which three former ndulgences the Holy See 
declared (October t the 3d. 1756) ſtill to ſubſiſt, 
as before the Grant of the laſt four. We there- 
— appoint the following Feſtivals, for ob- 
5 the. hy three, Indulgences. he 
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- The Conditions for obtaining the thre 
above-mentioned 1 2 folfows. - 

Ni, Sacramental on ch, A Frieſt 
. by the Biſhop) on the 
fore Communion, or on the foregoing 19 ang Su 
Secondly, receiving devo the Holy Com- 
munion. Dirah, To offer up ſome 
on the ſame Day after Communion for tie 
whole State of the Catholick Church, for the 
bringing all ſtraying Souls into the 922 — 
2. And" Loh, 232 Nee "of God 
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» 

upon this Nation 

We grant to all Priefls to whom we have 
entruſted the care of Souls, © the DOES, of 
changing any of the above-ſaid Conditio 
others equivalent, in favour of the Si Pri. 
ſoners, or others of their Penitents, who 
not be able to comply with thoſe here pre- | 
ſcribed.” "We likewiſe give to thoſe | 
who by ſerving two or more egatid 5 
; or e the multitude of their Penitents, 
cannot attend them all within the Terms ap= 
the Power of deferring the faid. In- 
Adulgenees with regard to ſome of their Cons 
gregations, or Penitents, to che following 
; 2 t fortnight, or 8 next a with 
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32 provided it happen 5 
Nos in order to give a clear Expoſition « 
the Doctrine of the Catholick Church con- 
cerning Satisfaction for Sin, and the Nature of 
an Idulgence,./ it is neceſſary to obſerve, . that 
herds Og 3 Sin mung 
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8 of Penance, differs from that of 


Baptiſm. This latter is the Sacrament of 


Regeneration, by, which God is pleaſed to 
impart. through his infinite Mercy and the 
Merits of Chriſt, an entire abolition of Sin 
without reſerving any, Puniſhment. , But Sins 
committed after Baptiſm are moſt grievous by 
the aggravating Circumſtances . of Perfidy, 
Sacrilege, and Kelapſe implied in an enormous 
- abuſe of Grace, aProfanation of what wascon- 
ſecrated to.God, and a Violation of the moſt 
ſolemn ' baptiſmal Vows and Engagements. 
ence the ſecond Remedy i is more difficult 
and ſevere, it operates as it were by Aduſtion 
and Inciſion. The Holy Fathers alſo obſerve, 
| 17 at if the ſecond Remedy were too light, 
| en Would be tempted more eaſily to return 
to Sin.. God therefore is pleaſed to grant them 
this Pardon upon certain Conditions, that 
thay way feel in fore Pea Degree the enormity of 
| Offences. Chriſt paid a ſuper-abundant 
Satisfaction for the Sins of the WO World; 
and all Remiſſion of Sin is granted to Man 


through the Redemption of Chriſt, and is the | 


moſt pure and gratuitous Mercy, a free Appli- 
cation of his 8 
his ſacred Paſſion. By him alone can we be , 


made clean, and by his Blood alone is all Sin 


waſhed away. But it belongs to him who 
gives a Grace or Favour to preſcribe the Con- 
itions under which he grants it. When God 
| pardoned Adam his Sin of Diſobedience, he 

neither diſcharged him nor his Poſterity of all 


the Fa * hat Sin. And in the 


more 
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Sacrament of Penance he communicates the 
Fruit of Chriſt's Death for the Remiſſion of 
Sin in ſuch a Manner, as to require certain 
Conditions, and ſome voluntary Chaſtiſement 


of Sin, or a temporal Satisfaction. This che 


Penitent makes by the continued anguiſh of a 
Heart quite broken with Sorrow and Com- 
91 5 by the Humiliation of Confeſſion, 
by Alms-deeds, Faſting, and other good 
Works done in a ſincere Spirit of Penance, 
Hence the Sacrament of Penance! is called b 

the Holy Fathers a laborious. Baptiſm, and 

Baptiſm of Tears. The deeper the Sinners 
Wound is, the longer and the more diligent 
muſt the Remedy be, that the Satisfaction 
may bear ſome degree of Proportion to the 
Crime. Hence St. Cyprian, St. Ambroſe, St, 
Iſidore, and other Fathers of the Church often 
complain that he is an unſkilful Phyſician who 


preſſes the ſwelling Impoſtumes with too gentle 


an Hand. This is the unchangeable Doctrine 
of the. Catholick Faith, theſe are the holy 
Rules and Maxims which the ſacred Oracles 
of the Scripture point out, and which are de- 
livered by the conſtant and unanimous Tradi- 
tion of the Holy Fathers, the Channels 


through which our Faith and its genuine 


Practice have been conveyed down to us. 
A firm Purpoſe of endeavouring to fulfil 
this Condition, and to make this Satisfaction, 
by a proportioned 2 Chaſtiſement, is 
no leſs an eſſential Ingredient in an Act of 
Contrition or Repentance, than a ſorrow for 


Sins committed, and a firm, purpoſe of avoidin 
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a Sin, and the voluntary immediate Occaſions 
for the Time to come. In this ſenſe the fatil- 
fying the divine Juſtice for Sin by painful and 
on. Jus Works of Penance, is called by the 
Catholick Church Satisfaz7ion, 
The ancient penitential Canons which were 
rigorouſly obſerved during above 1200 Years, 
ſas mentioned by Tertullian, St. Gre 2 
turgus, and other Eccleſiaſtical 
ters through every Century down to the 1 3th) 
preſcribe to Penitents who have been guilty of 
evous Sins, a ſevere Courſe of Faſting, 
Rlunlbaden, and aſſiduous Prayer, for 7, 10, 
20, 40, or 100 Days, or for many Years, or 
the whole Life of the Penitent. Sin remains 
ll the fame, the Force, Laws, and Condi- 
tions of Penance are always the ſame, and the 
fame Satisfaction is due from Penitents to the 
divine Juſtice. Chriſt who gave to the Paſtors 
the Power of abſolvin peniten Sinners, or of 
retaining the Sins of neglect to 10 
the true Diſpoſitions of N hz by 
in his Church. an Authority of relaxing this 
temporal Satisfaction or Debt due for Sins al - 
ready remitted by the Sacrament of Penance, 
And this Authority the Popes and Biſhops 
have always exerciſed as Clrcunllancet ſeemed 
to require, ſu lying from the infinite T rea- 


. Fures of the Merits of Chriſt's Death, and 


through the joint Prayers of the Faithful, and 
the ſufferin * the Martyrs, what is wanting 
in the Satisfaction of fervent 1 Gene- 
ral g Indulgences, or Relaxations of this 
temporal were ufually n in the be- 
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of the Faithful of Corinth that St. Pa 
a plenary Indulgence to the inceſtuous Man, 
Upon his Re ce, of whom he ſays, that 
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ginnings.of cruel Perſecutions, of the Church, 
'as appears from St. Cyprian, Ep. 54. ad Corn. 
it is alſo, clear from the ſame Father in his 


Treatiſe de Lapfis, that it was uſual, for 
Biſhops to grant Indulgences to particular 


Penitents at the Interceſſion of Martyrs and 
Confeſſors, tho? that zealous Prelate was often 
obliged to refuſe them, when there was no 
ſufficient Cauſe for ſuch Grants, and when 
they would have only tended to enervate the 

if-ivline of Penance, and would not have 
ſatisfied the divine Juſtice, or given a Peace 

ich would have been ratified in Heaven. 


"The Biſhops alſo gave Indulgences in Caſes of 


extraordinary Fervour in Penitents, as is men- 


tioned in the ancient Council, of Angra, (cam: 
22 8, 22, 25, ] in the firſt General Council of 


Nice (can. 12, ) in the fourth Council of Car- 


of Nyſla, &c. It was Ade in money 
Paul grant 


thage (can. 75,) alſo by St. Baſil, ' St. Gre- 


he forgave, him in the Perſon of Chriſt, for 
their Sakes, and that he might not be oyers 
whelmed with exceſs of Sorrow. 2 Cor. Cp. 2, 
v. 7, 10. It is upon the like Occaſions that 


- the chief Paſtors of the Church, at this Day 


grant Indulgences, applying the Merits of the 
Ele to thoſe whale rimes ffand in need of 
a greater Satisfaction, and this by Virtue 


of the Communion of the Saints. The 


Prayers or Merits of all the Members of Chriſt 
are nothing but from the Merits of their ſacred 
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Head, which are applied by all the Means, 
n e 
upon ourſelves or others. And when 
F a 


of others, he honours by this means 


yers 

his Son Jeſus Chriſt in the communion of his 
Members through him. For this Reaſon the 
ancient Penitents were t to follicite the 
Prayers of the reſt of che Faithful, to which 
alſo the Biſhops recommended them. 
Whenee St. Auflin in Sermon to his eo 


for him through 
Teſts Chf, make him par- 
4 tale of the S dee "which you will 
5. offer to the divine Ma 
16 and are aſſured that) 
his Sins (in Pf. 61.5 
An Ind ge e te 
Puniſhment or  Satisfattion due for Sins 
committed ; but by no means a Pardon for Sins 
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have miſrepreſented gur Doctrine, to the ſcan- 
dal of the Church: the ve thought of which 
'"blaſ] 3 omen jon ken? for without harror. 


Souls; therefore they can be no more injurious 


v9, or Nr from, his Merits, chan 


the Sacraments, or other Means in- 
Rituted by Chriſt to impart their Influence to 
us, Every Penitent muſt obſerve that an In- 
er is not a Gratification to Sloth and 
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neſs and Inability in doi Penance, or making, | 
due Snail, It would be an * | 
Opinion, as Divines 1 as his preſent 
Holineſs declares, in his Letter on the Pre- 
paration tothe Jubilee in the Year 1750, ſhould 
any one pretend to ſay, that the Practice of 
Penance, {which is the Precept of Chriſt, St. 
re Obit and on man mg a 
bligati 


tion of all | 

grievous 48 taken 
Erin Satan) ay ey wound ore | 
e moſt moſt neceſfary and firſt Condition for 


the Fruit of an Indulgence is a ſincere 
Rep 3 3 which it eſſenti- 
n which it is found- 
pr ul ths 1 oyed in the Soul, it 
is the moſt fooliſh Masten to hope a for Grits 
which is the Perfection of Juſtification. Now 
to obtain this Mercy, .the Penitent is to res 
member, that more will be forgiven to him 
who loves. moſt: he 4 earneſtly to 
aſk of God, and carefully to ſtir himſelf up 
to, the moſt perfect Compunction of Heart: 
he muſt — his. Crimes with Shame and 
. | - Confuſion : he muſt arm himſelf with holy 


Zeal againſthimſelf, man into the views 
of the Divine juſtice, m 


rats himſelf, that he may = e | 
gments, and move an — 
1 iſt may be 


| applied to his Soul, to the er: 
of his Debts, he muſt beg to ſhare in the 
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olve to chaſtiſe 


whoſe Int Mm even n oh Earth was ; able. o 
obtain Indulgencei. To the mot ſincere Com- 
punction, he muſt join the greateſt F idelity. 
and Fervour, in fulfilling all the Conditions, 
required. O with what Fervour ought we to 
embrace theſe favourable, Days of Mercy, if 
we ſeriouſly conſider and we ih how precious 
the Grace is to which we ale, to recover 
the unſpotted Robe which we received in Bap- 
tiſm, and to remove every Obſtacle that can 
retard the union of our Souls with. God when 
we'ſhall'be Se hence. 
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